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Chilean avocado exports down by almost a

half in January-September 2020

In Chile, farmers have planted many avocado varieties. These are mostly destined for
the domestic market. However, Hass avocados now grow on almost 90% of the total
30.143 ha area. Chileans consume about 30% of the avocadoes grown in that country.
The harvest is estimated at 220.000 tons. And 145.000 tons of this will be exported.
That's assuming the area planted and productivity remain unchanged.

In 2019, there was talk of export growth. This was for both value and volume. But, 2020
is a singular year. Between January and September, total year-on-year exports and
values plummeted by 46,1% and 43,3%, respectively.

Valparaiso

This year, Chile's avocado acreage amounted to 30.143 ha. The planted area has
remained stable since 2015. So, it's expected to stay at around 30.000 ha in 2021. The
Valparaiso region, with its 20.318 ha, is the country's top avocado farming area. There,

growers cultivate 67,4% of all Chile's avocados.

The Hass is the main avocado variety grown in Valparaiso. There is almost 16.700 ha
of it. It's followed by the Edranol (996 ha), Negra de la Cruz (207 ha), and Fuerte (199
ha).

Consumption

The Chilean market absorbs about 30% of the avocado harvest. That amounts to
roughly 65.000 tons per year. Chile imports avocados from Peru, Mexico, and the US
too. That's in May and June when local supplies run low. In Chile, people eat almost

all their avocados fresh. Only a small quantity goes to the agri-food industry.
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New export markets: Australia and South Korea
Initially, only New Zealand had access to the Australian avocado export market.
But on 4 August 2020, the Chilean Minister of Agriculture, Antonio Walker, announced
that Australia had granted market access for Chilean avocados. Australia imports
15.000 tons of avocados annually. Until now, exclusively from New Zealand. This
amended policy means Chile exported 250 tons of avocados to Australia. That was
between August and October 2020.

On 23 September 2020, Minister Walker made another announcement. Chilean
avocados had gained access to the South Korean market too. That country received
its first consignment of avocados from Chile in November.

Table2. Chile: Avocado Exports to the World (Volume in MT)
Commodity: 080440, Avocados, Fresh or Dried
Calendar Year January-September
Partner ,, Variation Variation
2018 2019 %) 2019 2020 (%)

World 132,525 144,620 9.1% T34 39,585 -46.1%
Netharlands 35,341 64,649 16.8% 32,824 21,158 -35.5%
Argentina 11,786 14,461 22.7% 8,618 6,196 -28.1%
United Kingdom 12,386 21,049 69.5% 7,248 4,964 -31.5%
China 12,199 11,270 -1.6% 5,064 2,753 43.6% |
United States | 25,780 14,697 43.0% 10,696 794 -92.6%
Switzerland 1,140 1,153 1.3% 497 611 22.9%
Spam 5,574 9456 69.6% 4449 586 -36.8%
Belzium 1432 1257 -13.4% 589 51 -3.1%
Germany 1,465 2,199 50.1% 1152 463 -59.8%
Costa Rica 2,510 1,190 -52.6% 902 410 -54.5%
Uruguay 399 590 -1.5% 328 343 5.2%
France 7 623 -19.8% 266 336 26.3%
Hongz Kong 400 75 | -6.3% 236 197 -23.0%
Brazil | 391 354 41.7% 163 93 41.7%
Others 725 1,093 51.0% 422 106 -74.5%

Source: Trade Data Monitor, LLC.

Trade
In 2019, Chile exported 9,1% more avocados than in 2018. This totaled 144.620 tons
and was valued at $301 million (more than €248 million). In 2020 (data from January

to September), Chilean avocado exports fell by 46.1% in volume and 43.3% in value.
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Despite the large decrease, the Netherlands remains the most important

export market for Chilean avocados. It's followed by Argentina and the UK.

Rapport complet :

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileNa
me=Avocado%20Annual Santiago Chile 12-01-2020

Lien article :

https://www.freshplaza.com/article/9275383/chilean-avocado-exports-down-by-almost-a-half-in-

january-september-2020/?edition=6



https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Avocado%20Annual_Santiago_Chile_12-01-2020
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Avocado%20Annual_Santiago_Chile_12-01-2020

