
 

 
 

 
 

MSC urges WTO to end harmful fishing 

subsidies by end of 2020 

 

The Marine Stewardship Council urges the World Trade Organisation to meet 

2020 deadline on ending harmful fishing subsidies 

  

The Marine Stewardship Council – an environmental not-for-profit whose mission is to 

end overfishing – has joined calls for the World Trade Organisation to abolish harmful 

fishing subsidies and to deliver the UN target which calls for their elimination by 2020. 

  

More than $22 billion of harmful ‘capacity building’ fishing subsidies contribute to 

overfishing, and lead to the loss of livelihoods and income for coastal communities. 

They have also been linked to Illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) fishing 

activity. 

 

Harmful fishing subsidies are incompatible with and undermine the MSC’s vision of 

healthy and productive marine ecosystems with seafood supplies safeguarded for this 

and future generations. 

  



 

 
 

The World Trade Organisation (WTO) negotiations on fishing subsidies began 

nearly two decades ago at the 2001 Ministerial Conference in Doha. Since then 

overfished stocks have increased from 27% to 34%, in part enabled by harmful 

subsidies. 

 

In 2015, the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were adopted by 

193 nations and the WTO was tasked with the implementation of SDG 14.6. This 

specific target calls for the establishment by 2020 of a mechanism to eliminate 

subsidies that contribute to overfishing and overcapacity, including illegal, unregulated, 

and unreported fishing. 

  

As the end of 2020 approaches, the MSC adds its voice to calls made by Ambassador 

Peter Thomson, UN Special Envoy for the Oceans and Co-Chair of Friends for Ocean 

Action, The Pew Charitable Trusts, The Environmental Justice Foundation, WWF 

International and more than 170 civil society organisations to urge WTO delegates to 

deliver on this mandate and not to postpone their decision. 

  

The MSC’s Chief Executive, Rupert Howes said, “Humanity is at a crossroads. Urgent 

and ambitious action is required now. As the world emerges from the global Covid 



 

 
 

pandemic progress must be made to deliver the UN’s Sustainable 

Development Goals.  The ending of harmful fishing subsidies will benefit the 

oceans, fishers and their communities and consumers. It will also release much 

needed funding to support sustainable fishing and the delivery of the remaining ocean-

related targets in the SDGs, if redirected appropriately. We hope that the WTO will 

seize this enormous opportunity before them.”. 

 

Lien article :  

https://www.fis.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?l=e&id=110533&ndb=1 


