
 

 
 

 
 

2020: South Africa sends far more fruit to EU 

and Russia; far less to China 

 

This year, South Africa exported ten percent more fruit than in 2019. That's despite - 

or thanks to - the COVID-19 crisis. Bad weather like storms also failed to prevent that 

country from exporting high volumes of fruit. Based on figures up to September, fresh 

fruit exports for the whole of 2020 are estimated at 3.6 million tons. Last year, the 

January-September figures accounted for 92% of the annual total. These statistics 

exclude Zambia. In 2019, exports to that country showed a strange deviation. 

 

 

 

A quarter more to the Netherlands 

There are considerable differences in South African export developments to its various 

buyers. The Netherlands has traditionally been the most important buyer of South 

African fruit. This year, almost a quarter more fresh fruit was exported to the 

Netherlands than in 2019. That's according to the South African Revenue Service 

(SARS). That's an increase of 17% compared to the previous two years. Eurostat's 

Dutch import figures confirm this. 

 



 

 
 

In 2020, the Netherlands imported 810,000 tons of fruit from South Africa. 

That's 23% of that country's total fruit exports. The EU27, as a whole, accounts 

for a third. Direct exports to Italy, Germany, and Spain fell. Direct exports to 

Portugal, however, rose sharply. The growth in exports to the EU27 was, therefore, 

"only" 16%. The United Kingdom is the second-largest buyer of South African fruit. 

With 425,000 tonnes, that's 15% more than in 2019. 

 

 

  

Much more to Russia 

There was a striking increase in South African exports to Russia. This year, South 

Africa exported more than 275,000 tons of fruit to that country. That's 40% up, a quarter 

more than in the previous two years. The United Arab Emirates is the fourth-largest 

buyer of South African fruit. Exports to that country this year were much (20%) more 

than in 2019. To the other important customer in the Gulf states, Saudi Arabia is 

another important South African client. However, 2020's exports to that Gulf State were 

well below last year's levels. 

 

Exports to China halved this year 

South Africa's fruit exports to South and East Asian countries plummeted this year. 

This is mainly due to exports to China. They dropped by a quarter to 155,000 tons. 

Exports to Hong Kong fell by 15%. Bangladesh and Malaysia are the third and fourth-



 

 
 

largest Asian buyers. Their volumes - 126,000 tons and 84,000 tons, 

respectively - fell even more. However, sales to North America went well. These 

increased by 25% and 60% for Canada (112,000 tons) and the United States 

(93,000 tons). 

 

A third are oranges 

Oranges represent more than a third of South's Africa's fruit exports. This product's 

exports did increase but by just under six percent less than average. A total of 1.25 

million tons of oranges were exported by South Africa this year. That's compared to 

1.18 million tons in 2019. In 2018, that was 1.27 million tons more than this year. 

 

 

 

The Netherlands buys most of South Africa's exported oranges. This year that 

amounted to 283,000 tons, 23% of the total exports. Portugal takes the remarkable 

second place,  with 106,000 tons this year. That's 80% more than last year. 

Significantly fewer South African oranges went to China (-47%) and Saudi Arabia (-

20%). 

 

More melons and mandarins, in particular 

Lagging far behind in second place for exported products is apples. This year, South 

Africa's apple exports grew by eight percent to just under 500,000 tons. This year's top 



 

 
 

climbers in the South African export range are lemons and mandarins. Thirty 

percent more of both products were exported than in 2019. The Netherlands, 

again, took far more lemons. Exports to that country doubled from 45,000 tons in 

2019 to more than 90,000 tons this year. 

 

Nearly half of all of South Africa's export grapes went to the Netherlands 

South Africa export grapes are the second-largest product for the Netherlands. Some 

45% of all of the South African grape exports go to the Netherlands. This product's 

export grew modestly, at around five percent. Grapefruits exports declined slightly both 

in its entirety and to the Netherlands. Among the somewhat smaller products, there 

are a few growers. These are peaches/nectarines, dates, and blueberries. 

 

Rapport complet : 

http://www.fruitandvegetablefacts.com/sites/default/files/Factsheet%20SOUTH%20A

FRICA%20export%20fresh%20fruit%202020.pdf 

 

Lien article :  

https://www.freshplaza.com/article/9268143/2020-south-africa-sends-far-more-fruit-to-eu-and-russia-

far-less-to-china/?edition=3 
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