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Russia imported less fruit and vegetables in 2019

Russian imports of fresh fruit and vegetable have seen a recovery in recent years. That
was after that country introduced a boycott on food products from the European Union in
2014. However, in 2019, these imports declined again. Compared to 2018, four percent

fewer fruit and vegetables were imported.

The import of fresh vegetables remained at the same level as in 2018. Last year, however,
fresh fruit imports shrank by five percent. Notably, the ever-growing banana imports came
to an end. There was a sharp decline in the import of apples, pears, and
peaches/nectarines. These fell by 17, 16, and 15%, respectively.

Mandarins are the second most imported fruit in Russia. Imports of this citrus fruit have
never been as high as they were last year. The import of the major product groups was,
however, less. These are products like tomatoes, oranges, and grapes. Products of which
clearly more were imported in 2019 were mainly onions and cabbage. Avocados and

mangos were fruits among the less popular products which imports increased.

RUSSIA: Import fresh fruit and vegetables (in 1000 ton)

Source:

19 19

Russ customs 2013 2014 2015 2016 2019 ir;;/. in1;:‘o
Total 8531 | 7.945| 6.834 6.081 7.144 7.347 7.070| 4% | -17%
 Ecuador 1282 | 1240 | 1.210 1333 1487 1496 1467 | -2% | 14%
Turkey 1157 | 1.381] 1206 546 1.013 1.015 1.050| 3% | -9%
Belarus 340 | 503| 1127 633 550 485 296 |-39% | -13%
' Boycot cntr 2330|1612 19 16 17 17 11|-37% [-100%
 Rest 3422 | 3209 | 3.182 3.554 4.077 4.333 4.246| -2% | 24% |

The third-largest importer in the world

Russia imported seven million tons of fresh fruit and vegetables last
year. Compared to the years before the import ban, this is 1,5 million
tons less. This volume still makes Russia the third-largest importer of
fresh fruit and vegetables. In first and second places are the United

States and Germany.
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The end of the growing imports from China

Of the countries that export to Russia, Ecuador is the largest, as a banana supplier. It is
followed by Turkey and China. Imports from China shrank by no less than ten percent. That
brought an abrupt end to the growing imports of Chinese fresh fruit and vegetables. The
import of Chinese apples, in particular, took a nosedive in 2019. Considerably fewer
mandarins and tomatoes were imported by Russia from China last year. There were,
however, Chinese products that fared well on the Russian market last year. These were

grapefruit, cabbage, and bell peppers.
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More from Turkey again, but not as much as in the past

In 2019, Turkey sold a little more of their fresh products in Russia than
in 2018. But, it was nowhere near as much as between 2013 to 2015.
Mandarins are the most important product when it comes to imports
from Turkey. The import of that product declined sharply in 2018.
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However, last year just as many of these fruits were imported by Russia as in 2017. The
number of Turkish grapes imported also plummeted in 2018. This seems to have recovered
somewhat last year. Turkish citrus imports, too, took a knock in 2019.

Fluctuations in tomato imports

In 2019, Russia imported an unusually high volume of tomatoes from Turkey. However,
Russia gets most of its tomatoes from Uzbekistan. That volume remained stable in 2019.
That was offset by the considerable shrinkage of tomato imports from China, Morocco, and

Belarus.

RUSSIA: Import fresh fruit and vegetables (in 1000 ton)
Source: 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 °2!n

Russ customs % 18

Total 7.841 8346 8013 8453| 7934| 6773 6081 7.144 7347 7.070| -4%
Vegetables 2225 2396 2.067 2.309| 2429)| 1841 1355 1719 1666 1.668| 0% |-28%
Fruit 5617 5940 5047 6.144| 5505| 4931 4726 5424 5680 5402| -5% |-12%

Bananen 1069 1308 1.256 1.339]| 1275f 1.227 1.356 1544 1556 1.512 3% | 13% |
Restfut 4548 4642 4601 4805| 4231]| 3705 3370 3880 4.124 3.889| -6% |-19% |

Import stream via Belarus still shrinking significantly

In 2019, almost 300,000 tons of fresh fruit and vegetables were sent to Russia via Belarus.
However, compared to 2018, this amounts to a 40% decline. Before 2018, even larger
volumes of fresh products found their way onto the Russian market via Belarus. Tomatoes,
carrots, pears, and apples are the main products imported by Russia via Belarus. The
assortment that is exported to Russia via Belarus is, however, extensive.

What is striking is that last year, Poland once again exported more fresh fruit and
vegetables to Belarus. In 2019, this amounted to 340,000 tons, while in 2019, it was only
290,000 tons. In 2016, that was much more; nearly 700,000 tons. Two-thirds of the

exported volume consists of apples.
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Rapport complet :

http://www.fruitandvegetablefacts.com/sites/default/files/Factsheet%20RUSSIA%20impor
t%202019.pdf

Lien article :

https://www.freshplaza.com/article/9191401/russia-imported-less-fruit-and-vegetables-in-2019/
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