
 

 

                                                                                                                                  

Article 1 

La Chine et les États-Unis signent la phase 1 de 

leur accord commercial 

 

Le président américain Donald Trump et le vice-Premier ministre chinois Liu He ont 

signé, ce mercredi 15 janvier, le premier chapitre d’un accord commercial à la 

Maison Blanche. La trêve de la guerre commerciale engagée par Donald Trump au 

printemps 2018 est bien effective. 

 

La cérémonie de signature a duré plus d’une heure. Donald Trump a distribué les 

compliments. Son secrétaire au Trésor, Steven Mnuchin, a parlé de grande victoire pour 

l’industrie et l’agriculture américaine. Il a même évoqué « un pas de géant » et a précisé 

que les États-Unis ne s'étaient pas engagés sur une nouvelle réduction des tarifs 

douaniers. « Cela n’aura lieu que s’il y a une phase 2 de l’accord », a-t-il annoncé. 

 

Le vice-Premier ministre chinois Liu He a, lui, salué « l’importance de l’accord ». Il a 

également lu une longue lettre du président Xi Jinping, adressée à son homologue 

américain. 

 

Pas de nouveaux droits de douane 

Pékin s’engage à augmenter de 200 milliards de dollars ses achats de produits américains 

sur une période de deux ans. Les produits agricoles, les services et l'énergie sont 

concernés. La Chine promet aussi de mieux protéger la propriété intellectuelle et de mettre 

un terme à la manipulation de sa monnaie. 

 

En échange les États-Unis renoncent à imposer de nouveaux droits 

de douane sur les biens chinois, et diminuent de moitié ceux imposés 

le 1er septembre dernier sur 120 milliards de dollars de produits venus 

de Pékin. Ils passeront de 15% à 7,5%. Les taxes de 25% qui portent 

sur 250 milliards de marchandises chinoises resteront, elles, en place 

pour le moment. 

 



 

 

 

Un accord encore incomplet 

Donald Trump veut conserver un levier pour aborder la deuxième phase des négociations. 

Elle comprendra des sujets difficiles comme les transferts de technologies. Les États-Unis 

accusent la Chine de voler les technologies américaines. 

 

L'accord n'aborde pas les questions de cybersécurité ni même le traitement des données 

informatiques auxquelles ont accès les entreprises chinoises. Une autre question épineuse 

demeure : celle des subventions accordées par Pékin notamment au secteur de l'acier et 

de la construction de panneaux solaires. 

 

Les Américains estiment que ces aides d'État ont permis aux Chinois d'inonder les États-

Unis avec des produits en dessous des prix du marché. Et qu'ils ont porté atteinte à 

l'industrie américaine. La phase 2 de l'accord, qui prendra un certain temps à être 

négociée, devrait aborder tous ces aspects. L'administration a déjà prévenu qu'elle ne 

pensait pas pouvoir aboutir avant les élections de novembre prochain. 

 

Une victoire politique pour Trump en campagne 

Le président américain ne manquera pas d'exploiter cette victoire politique pendant sa 

campagne après deux ans de guerre commerciale. Même s'il reste beaucoup à négocier, 

cette victoire est essentielle à moins d'un an de l'élection présidentielle. 

 

Donald Trump avait affirmé, au début de son mandat, que les guerres commerciales 

étaient faciles à gagner. Il s'était engagé dans un bras de fer qui a finalement duré deux 

ans et coûté très cher à l'économie américaine. 

 

Le secteur agricole a été durement frappé par ce conflit. Il a été visé 

directement par des mesures de représailles chinoises après 

l'imposition des taxes par les États-Unis. Par exemple, les 

exportations de soja américain vers la Chine se sont effondrées. Les 

fermiers, qui constituent un électorat crucial pour Donald Trump, 

commençaient à s'impatienter. 

 

Dans l'industrie manufacturière, beaucoup d'ouvriers qui votaient 

autrefois démocrates ont porté Donald Trump à la Maison Blanche en 



 

 

espérant qu'il allait se battre pour eux. Ils ont également subi le conflit commercial engagé 

par le président. Les exportations de produits américains vers la Chine ont baissé de 11% 

en 2019, soit une perte de 100 milliards de dollars. 

 

Lien article :  

http://www.rfi.fr/economie/20200115-chine-etats-unis-signent-phase-1-accord-commercial 

 

 

 

 

 

Article 2 

Promising trade gains, U.S. signs phase one trade 

agreement with China 

 

The phase one trade agreement signed by the U.S. and China Jan. 15 will deliver 

potential trade gains for U.S. growers of potatoes, blueberries, avocados, and other 

crops. 

 

However, the deal does not immediately address existing punitive retaliatory tariffs 

imposed by China on U.S. fruits and vegetables. 

 

Industry leaders welcomed the news but acknowledged more 

progress is needed to restore trade with China. U.S. Department of 

Agriculture trade statistics indicate U.S. fruit exports to China of 

$120 million in 2019 were nearly 50% less than 2017. 

 

Ryan Talley, Western Growers board chairman and partner at Talley 

Farms, was at the White House for the signing of the phase one 

trade agreement. 



 

 

 

“On the heels of other recent trade gains with Japan, Mexico, and Canada, the phase 

one agreement represents constructive progress in the effort to rebalance our nation’s 

trade relationship with China,” Talley said in the statement. 

 

While American growers have suffered double-digit declines in exports to China because 

of retaliatory tariffs, Talley said Western Growers is optimistic the industry will eventually 

see expanded access to the Chinese market. 

 

Jim Bair, U.S. Apple Association president and CEO, also attended the signing 

ceremony. 

 

“We congratulate the administration for negotiating and concluding this important 

agreement and look forward with expectation that China’s retaliatory tariffs on our apples 

will be removed,” Bair said in a statement. “China doesn’t grow the new and exciting 

varieties we do, and we know their consumers want them, so we’re ready to roll.” 

 

Randy Giumarra, California Fresh Fruit Association chairman and vice president of sales 

at Giumarra Vineyards, also attended the ceremony. While the new agreement doesn’t 

drop tariffs, it’s a step in regaining lost markets, Giumarra said in a statement. 

 

“It is a promising first step which we are confident will result in lower tariffs and increased 

grape and stone fruit sales to this valuable market,” Giumarra said in the statement. 

 

According to the California association, grape exports to China dropped 83% in 2019, 

compared to the previous year. 

 

Details  

As part of the agreement, China has agreed to purchase between 

$40 and $50 billion in American agricultural goods each year for two 

years. 

 

According to the U.S. Trade Representative website, U.S growers 

will benefit from new opportunities to “export multiple products, such 



 

 

as fresh potatoes, California nectarines, blueberries, and California hass avocados” to 

China. 

 

China has agreed to sign and implement phytosanitary protocols with the U.S. to allow 

imports of: 

 California nectarines; 

 Blueberries; 

 California hass avocados and  

 Fresh potatoes for processing. 

 

The U.S. has agreed to complete plant health regulatory process to import fresh Chinese 

citrus, jujubes and fragrant pears, according to the U.S. Trade Representative. The U.S. 

and China have agreed that phytosanitary certificates are not required to import frozen 

fruits and vegetables. 

 

Export opportunity  

Kam Quarles, CEO of the National Potato Council, weighed in on the development and 

other trade news Jan. 15 at the 2020 Potato Expo in Las Vegas. 

 

“When you look at just the last very few weeks, it looks like we’re going to get USMCA 

(passed by the Senate Jan. 16), we got the China signing today,  and we have had the 

Japan trade agreement ratification,” he said. “There is little more optimism that the trade 

(issues) are going to start to settle down.” 

 

John Toaspern, chief marketing officer of Potatoes USA, said the potato industry, 

including the efforts of the National Potato Council, state organizations and Potatoes 

USA, has been seeking China access for fresh potatoes for 

processing for about 20 years. 

 

“We have gone through ups and downs and there were points where 

we thought we were getting close and then we would fall off.” he 

said. “We have been working on this for a long, long time.” 

 



 

 

Matt Lantz, vice president of global access for Bryant Christie Inc., has worked for many 

years with the industry in negotiations to open the Chinese market. Lantz said the phase 

one agreement calls for plant health officials in the U.S. and China to sign and implement 

phytosanitary protocol for the importation of U.S. fresh potatoes for processing into China 

within seven working days of when the agreement goes into force. The phase one 

agreement will be implemented Feb. 14, and final details should be wrapped up by Feb. 

25, Lantz said.  

 

“We need a market access protocol, and it has to include provisions that we can meet,” 

he said, noting there are a handful of issues that need to be resolved from a draft 

agreement on potato access reached last February. 

 

“We hopefully will finish all this up, and we’ll be able to make an announcement on 

February 25,” he said. 

 

Toaspern said the China market represents big potential. 

 

“The snack food industry in China has been growing exponentially, and they are in a level 

of economic development that lends itself to lots of increase in disposable income around 

snacking,” he said. 

 

While China grows potatoes, it doesn’t have a year-round supply, closing plants for four 

or five months at the end of the season.. 

 

“What we’ll be able to do is meet the unmet demand there right when they start to run 

out,” he said. 

 

Toaspern said it is not certain when China’s 10% retaliatory tariff on 

U.S. frozen potatoes and a  20% to 30% increase on U.S. 

dehydrated potatoes will end. 

 

“The fact that the European Union had lower supplies this last year 

helped mitigate that a little bit, or I think we would have seen greater 

sales losses,” Toaspern said. “Unfortunately, this phase one 

agreement does not eliminate those tariffs.” 



 

 

 

Quarles said the longer-term hope is that the phase one agreement is one step toward 

the removal of the retaliatory tariffs. “The assumption is that since hopefully cooler heads 

are prevailing, it allows both sides to save face and eventually back away from these 

tariffs.” 

  

Broader deal 

According to the White House, provisions in the broader 96-page agreement: 

 Address structural barriers that have unfairly limited U.S. food and agricultural 

exports; 

 Include significant commitments by China on accepting U.S. agricultural 

biotechnology products; 

 End China's practice of forcing foreign companies to transfer technology to 

Chinese companies to gain market access; 

 Address numerous intellectual property concerns on trade secrets, trademarks, 

and pirated and counterfeit goods; 

 Include commitments on China's currency practices on devaluations and 

exchange rates; and 

 Address trade and investment barriers to American financial services companies 

competing in China. 

 

Lien article :  

https://www.agweb.com/article/promising-trade-gains-us-signs-phase-one-trade-agreement-china 


