
 

 

                                                                                                                                       

European Commission launches new tool to 
strengthen EU’s fight against IUU fishing 
 
 

In the continued efforts to fight illegal, unreported and unregulated fishery (IUU) globally, 

Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, will launch 

the EU’s first IT tool, called “CATCH”, conceived to streamline the checks of seafood 

products entering the EU market. 

The launch will take place at the Seafood Expo today at 15:00 (European Commission 

stand: Hall 7 – 1411). 

 

Commissioner Vella said: “The EU is a global leader in the fight against illegal fishing. 

Access to the EU – the world’s biggest seafood market - is an important asset in convincing 

governments and exporters around the world to respect the rules protecting against illegal, 

unreported and unregulated fishery fishing. With the CATCH initiative, we are making it 

easier to control that only illegal, unreported and unregulated fishery-free products enter 

our market. We are making it simpler to take care of our ocean and our consumers.” 

 

The catch certification scheme was established to protect the EU market against products 

stemming from illegal fishing. Certificates are required for each consignment of fishery 

products entering the EU territory, ensuring that fishery products from third countries come 

from legal sources. CATCH will digitalise the current paper-based certification scheme. 

CATCH will support Member States in their illegal, unreported and unregulated fishery-

related verification tasks and help reduce the risk of fraud, facilitate the trade flows, and 

reduce the burden on operators and administrations. 

 

Liens articles :  

https://fis.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?l=e&id=102758&ndb=1 

 

https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/supply-trade/eu-launches-catch-software-

to-reduce-chance-of-iuu-products-entering-market 

 

https://www.lemarin.fr/secteurs-activites/peche/34182-catch-leurope-passe-aux-

certificats-de-capture-en-ligne 
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