Mexican researchers develop tomato that decreases
hypertension

A team of scientists from Universidad Autonoma de Sinaloa (UAS), Mexico, successfully developed a

genetically engineered tomato that can help treat hypertension.

Hypertension affects 30 percent of the world population, according to the World Health Organization.
Thus, the researchers looked at scientific literature to search for proteins that help reduce
hypertension and devised a way to incorporate the protein in tomatoes, which is a popular fruit

globally.

The team extracted the desired protein from amaranth, expressed it into tomato, and fed the GE
tomatoes to hypertensive rats in the laboratory. Results showed that the amarantin from GE tomatoes

had therapeutic effects similar with captopril, a common drug for hypertensive patients.

The next stage of the project will include testing of the GE tomato on humans.

Lien article : http://www.freshplaza.com/article/192402/Mexican-researchers-develop-tomato-
that-decreases-hypertension
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