Polish tomato exports fell in 2017, but still more than

doubled those of 2004

Eurostat data shows that in the first 11 months of 2017, 83,300 tonnes of tomatoes were exported by
Poland, i.e. 11% less than in the same period of 2016. In 2017, the average price of tomatoes for export
amounted to 2.78 PLN/kg (about 0.66 Euro) and was 8% lower compared to 2016, and 10% lower than
the average of the previous 3 years, as reported by Anna Kitala, an expert on agricultural markets at

BGZ BNP Paribas.

Since Poland's accession to the EU, the export of tomatoes from Poland has shown an upward trend.
In 2004, Poland shipped 44.8 thousand tonnes, while in 2016, this figure already reached 94.9
thousand tonnes. The volume of exports has thus more than doubled. The development of foreign

sales has been boosted, among other reasons, by the growth of exports within Europe.

In the period from 2004 to 2010, tomatoes were mainly sold to EU countries (53-90% of the total
export volume), especially to the UK, the Czech Republic, Germany and Lithuania. In turn, between
2011 and 2014, most of the tomatoes were shipped to non-EU countries (62-74% of the total export
volume), mainly to Russia, Belarus and Ukraine. With the introduction of the Russian embargo in
August 2014, EU countries became the main recipient for Polish tomatoes. In 2015, 69% of the

country's total exports went to the EU, while in 2016, this share dropped to 67%.

Preliminary Eurostat data reveal that the import of tomatoes to Poland in the first 11 months of 2017

amounted to 123.7 thousand tonnes, which is 0.7% less than in the same period of 2016.

As shown by these figures, Poland imports a lot more tomatoes than it exports; it is a net importer,
both in terms of volume and value. Poland imports most tomatoes from Spain and the Netherlands,
although the share of these two countries in the total volume of purchases is clearly falling. While in

2004 it was 83%, in 2016 it was 64%.

Tomatoes are one of the most popular vegetables in Poland. According to CSO data, in 2016, the
average consumption of tomatoes in households amounted to 9.96 kg per person, which accounted
for approximately 20% of the total vegetable consumption. The consumption of tomatoes was higher

than that of cucumbers, carrots, onions or cabbages.

Lien article : http://www.freshplaza.com/article/191350/Polish-tomato-exports-fell-in-2017,-
but-still-more-than-doubled-those-of-2004
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