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Nigeria is the 14th largest producer of
tomatoes in the world, second in Africa -
NIHORT

The Executive Director of the National Horticultural Research Institute (NIHORT), Dr.
Abayomi Olaniyan has said that Nigeria is the world’'s 14th largest producer of

tomatoes, finishing second in the continent.

According to the News Agency of Nigeria, Dr. Olaniyan disclosed this during the
inauguration of a one-week empowerment and training programme for 150 youths and
women farmers on Telfairia (Ugwu vegetable) production and tomato value chain in

Kwale, Ndokwa West Local Government Area of Delta State.

Despite producing 2.3 million metric tonnes of tomato annually, current national

demand is estimated to be slightly higher at 3 million metric tonnes annually

Commenting on the subject matter, Dr. Olaniyan who was represented by the Director
of research at the institute, Dr. Ephraim Nwanguma stated that: “Tomato is a profitable
horticultural crop that provides income to farmers and agents involved in its production

and marketing.

“Nigeria is the 14th largest producer of tomato in the world, second in Africa, but it is

the 13th largest importer of tomato paste in the world and third in Africa.

“Nigeria currently produces 2.3 million metric tonnes against 1.8 million metric tonnes

produced two years ago while the national demand is three million metric tonnes.

“Also, there is a high prospect in production of telfairia and marketing within and outside

Nigeria.”
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e The recent production capacity of 2.3 million metric tonnes indicates an

increase of 27.8%, from the corresponding figure recorded in 2018.
o Despite being one of the largest producers of tomatoes in the world, Nigeria is also
one of the world’s net importers of tomato paste, placing 13th globally and 3rd in Africa.
e This fact was corroborated in a research by the Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition
titted “Landscape analysis of dried tomato production and market in Nigeria”, which
stated that over 45% of fresh tomato produced in Nigeria is lost due to poor handling
practices and other logistics issues.
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